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A A CASE of Conſcience 


| Concerning Fating of Blood, 
Conſidered and Anſwered. 


\ Oncerning that Eaſe of Conbiince; 
Whether the Eating of Blood be Lawful ? 


I find that many A. onl more 
[gnorant,&Commen SN ofChrif 
| pur ſome ve! ne 


me among | 
them, have Inclined to the hath ap ec Queſti- 


| of propoſed. ” So ' did ſome 'of the Aricients, parti- 
cularly Tertullian, Origen, Clemens Alexan, 1Nusy, 
| 2nd the Authercot the Queſtions and Anſwers to. 
| the Orthodox; © which paſſeth under the Name 
| of Juſtin 1 Lety. Like-wiſe  Euſcbiug * rdlates,. 
thar when St. -Biblis Was upon... the Rack, 
| to make. her Confeſs, ha, hrans Were. wont. 
to Eat Infants ( for 6 hat” the Accuſer .of the 
| Brethren "made the Heathen Believe ) ſhe. Re- 
p Jed, How. ſbould they Eat Children, when they 
Abſtain from all Eating of Blood ? Alſo, in the 
| Book of Canons. fallg- pretended to be the A- 
poſtles, the Sixty Third 'Canon declares, that 
If any one in Holy Orders, Eaterh Blood, be ſhat 
be Degraded, but if be be a Lay man, he ſpall. 
| be Excommunicated. Moreover, ſome Old Coun- 
cils have condemned ir, as Unlawful : And fome' 
Emperours have by very ſevere Laws, lahibired. 
all Blood-Eating. The: moſt Remarkable is that 
Ordinance of the Emperour Leo, Sirnamed the 
I Philoſopher 4 D. $86. He fayes, that He had 
I receive Information, that there were ſome, mwhso 
Ls Serb p's- Guts, * in Bags, _ did Ext 


\Fhe | 


dps» we nw Rows 1) > fl.” 24 


T1 uf wy 

the "Tis; ' tſiial, Meat : He does. the 
* Ve Paſon ftoutd* "date [rae ; 
Of 00; - cb things to others ; declaring th both 
Buyer 7 Scheer) ſhelf bve all "8! ods ferted, 
his —_ -//Shopas hd hm fake Nido Too 
As ariſe F'k 1s- fuxiher., that, the Chis » 

ul ans. 1M 2.0 [argpriger, W 7 a | 


$19.2 ) ja  unlawf 


oh 


the "Ye BY Fon : 


2 Do. - | j | 


y « 
: \ Z 


iT 
. *Q 


wo, 


i 


ary. 
Ab 


v 


all. 4-73. Wh tie ir Ra Ry Satl 
ONE n"wY $4 tg uw 
JS Ate 7 DAY PITT. 


bly 7 ar \hſ is 11 10, 
Bh phi td at Sftairt . 


gh br Se. T1 Wo 7p 
ice on; xfrly v otras "SEN * 


nare, Roms ny nk 
''s Mae 
agg a, 


40/99 0 iN «A i fie Ged hag et 

| th: Traps ing. of Shim, wr Felich 
41d Karw ty TFrauth, for. epeny Save 11 good, 
Yn ami to te refuſed, he Arie my W. 4 
kegpping Now if rh is tg Refuſed, 
then. B od 1s.not tobe Refultd, | Another Scripture 
ao. "That x Cor. 10.25, What frever is Sold. i” th! 
"G74 by $:207 Ext,  ashimp. ng [1100 for pk rence 
FIT "ir Was 5A to. Sell Be the-. wmblcs, 
; Therefore we may Fat not {os "Things orly, 
1 | of 7 18. Sold in Win 

wy Egt Blood, for erc 


Modern Phyficians have found, that the Spirit of 
'Blood is a wonderful Reftorative, tay not a Chr;- 


Friar wite'is in" 'a Confumprion make uſe of that 
Spirit fi he Recovering of his Impaired Health, 


and :Prefervation of Þis Life, according te- the 
vIxth Commandment, only becauſe Fews were pros 
hibited things made of Blood ? | 

4: 18 ir be Lawful to Eat things Strangled, then 


it is Lawful ro Eat Blood. The Conſequente. is 


pndeniable; And the Jews were as much bound 
1n Conſcience ro-abſtain from things Strangled, as 


' from. Blood, and they Pradtiſe accordingly td this 


Day ;'Some of the Popes have denied Chriſtjans 
this Liberty. Se, did Pope Zachary, A D. cirorter. 
#56. Alfo ſeveral Councils that were Convenet in 
the Dayes of Popery, but Auſtin declares, that 
his Time, if any man fcrupled the Eating thine: 
Strangled, ( which had the Blood in *em,) he was 
Laughed at by all the 'World. v. Auguſt Lib. 32: 
contra Fauſtum. cap 13. If a min among us ſhould 
affirm that it is unlawful to Eat an Hare,'or 
Rabbet, killed by a ſtroke in the Neck, or a Pigeon 
caught in a Netzhe, would be Ridifcled by moſt 
people. If the Eating of a thing char dies of it ſelf, 
' (awfu), then to Eat things Strangle1, or with the 
Blood in them, is ſo too ; but this js, and ever -was 


Lawful for the Gentiles, Deur. 14. 2 2. Thou foal -_ 
not eat any thing that dyeth of it ſeif,, thou ſhalt prot 


3 5o the Stranger, that he may eat it, or Sell it to an 
Alien. Divines argue ſtrongly concerning Vſury;hat 


| the Prohibition of it to the Jews, was only a Fudicry ©. 
ai, and not a Moral Precepr, becauſe they mightF.. 
rake Uſe for Mony Lett to Strangers. There 152ſ. , 


Parity, of Reaſon, as to this Cafe. He that Ex . 
that . which dies of it ſelf, cars Blood. This the}... 
_Qernites might do. Therefore Eating of Bloodf,, 


C 5-.3 
Nt | was not againſt the Moral Law, 
=] 5. All Precepts which wete only Ceremy 
» | not Moral, are Abrogated by the! Death of Chrif 
» | Col.z. 16, 17. Gal. 4. 9. Hb. 'g.- 10. foch was 
ie | this concerning the. not Eating of Blood, as appears 
9 | fromthe Reaſon of the Protil | | 
| 17. 11. For the Life of the Fleſh is mm the Blood, and 
Ni T have given it you upon the A'tzr to make an Atone- 
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Atonement. Blood the Organ of Life, was Holy 
to God the Author of Liſe, &therefore they ſhquld 
is not Profane it by Eating thereof. Now this *is a 
15 Ceremonial Reaſon, Blood was a Sacred Thing, be- 
7. cauſeto v ofter*d to God for making Atonement, 
in as Typical of the Blood of Chriſt. Wherefore ſince 
R - Chrift has ſhed his Blood, there is no Sacredaeſs. in 
| any other Blood, © EY 08 OOTY Re peury 

© _ The Hebrew Doors object, that there were {ix 
| Procepts given to 4dam, and'fo to the Antediluvi- 
 #ns;,Which we re all of them Moral: and Perpetual 
if unto the Obſervation whereof all Mankind is obli- 
6 ged. And that a Seventh was added and given to 
"  Neah, viz. That Gen 9. 4. The 'Feſb with the Life 
2 thereof, which is the Blood thereof, theu ſhalt not-Eat, 
K For Anſwer. Not to Infift upon the Falſenefs of 
"| that Rabbinica! Norion of Seven Precepts in the Mo- 
y .. ral Law, the Prror whereot' Hy!fias bas (ſhewn in 


" his Nucleus Prophetie, 

y oO Sorne of the Fewiſh Mafters themſelves con*® 

ay - -fefs, that the Precepr which forbids Eating Blood, 

"| dots concern only lſraelites, and not other Nations. 
+. Rabbi Solomon, and ſome others of the Rabbins ſup 

- -- poſe that Text dots only forbid the Eating -of the 
- *Fleth of Creartres, whilſt they are yer Living, and 

2 oy; Drinking of their Blood. This Interpieaation 
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[ 6.3 
gick Annotators & ſore others. | is an uſual, Cys 
fome among the Barbarous Scthians. to drink the 
Bjood ot their Horſes. Alſo the. Arabians will draw 
Blood from their Camels and Drink- it. Mens bes 
ing uſed to Blood makes them ferocious, and bard- 
hearted, as we ſee in Butchers, whence our Engliſh 
Laws permit not Butchers to be Jury-men in ; caſes 
of Life and Death. Accqrding to this Interpretati+ 
on, the Dcfign of that Precept to Noah, is ta for- 
bid all Inhumanity, which ſuits with the nex: verſe, 
contaiming a Prohibition of Murder. Bur  _ 

2 *Tis a miſtake to think, that all the Pregepts 
given ro Noah, were Moral, binding all his Poſterj; 
ty in all the Ages of the World, For in his Dayes 
there was a Diftindtion made betwixt Clean and : 
Undclean Beaſts. Gen. 7. 2. which, was a Ceremay | ,; 
nial, and not a Moral Commandment : And ſo was 
Sacritxing required of Nozb, and of the Patriagchs || p 
before the Flood. And for that Reaſon it was nat ie 
meet that they ſhould Eat Blaad. | ; 

It is turther Obyected, That there was a Synodi» |f | 
cal Decree againſt the Eating Blood, in the Apoſtles |} 1 
Dayes, viz. that Adts 15 29. T's which may be NN 

Anfſw :red, that the Apoſtolical Advice was ground: || 
ed on the Scandal, which at that time, woald have fy 
happened, in caſe the Converted Gentiles ſhould £|» 
have praCtiſed the Eating of Blood, and that there: Þ> 
fore it was only A Temporary Advice,Q not a Precept 
binding all Chriſtians tro the End of the Warld. ; 
Ceſiatio Cauſe efficit ut ceſlaret Obſervatio. The IN* 
Learned and Judicious Tyrrerin does by givers Rea- 
ſons prove, that that Precept was not, of perpetuil . 
Obſervation. He argueth, that Pau! was preſent in |, 
the Synod at Jeruſalem, and knew the truz Intend- 

ment of che Advice given ; Nevertheleſs he atter- * 
wards-wrote. thoſe Epiltics, in whigh be gllows 3ht | 


| lousto the Gentiles amon 
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Fating of all forts of meat, without any Limitation; 
which he would net have done, if the Decree, at Jc- 
thfalem had been of perpetual Obſervation. Bur in 
thoſe Dayes the Eating of Blood would have ſcans 
oupr od ge Jews. That Pradtice was fo abhorrent. 
fo theth, as that it' would have'Endangered their b2+ 
ing prejudiced againſt all Chriſtianity, had they obs 
ſetved, that all Chriſtians indulged themſelves there» 


in 3 61 Which account, to abſtaip from it was -theri 


necefidry, verſe 24. It would alſo-have been Scanda 

Jus To tne * | & whom the Eating of 
Blood was an Idolatrous Rite, Plal.16.4., The $15- 
ans uſed. to drink ſome of thic Blood of their Sacrifi- 

s. The Book of Mfdom informs us, that the old 
a aahites had: Blood in their Fealts. And Lanttan: 
t4hs teſtifies, that the Heathen at the Feaſt of Bacchus 
were wott.to Drink Goats Blead ; they would alſo 
Boil-Blood, & mix-1t with Meat & IPices, &. fo Eav 
it avthertSacr ifices,which'Tert ul lian calls Botulos Crus 
ore diſtentos ; they Sacrificed Sawſages © black pud- 


dingy to Tdols: 'Maimoniides fay , tht the Reaſon,why 


&Hcithen did Eat Blood, was, becauſe rhey thought” 
harBlood was theFood of Demons,whom they Wors 
ſhipped, & that thereby they ſhould obtain their Love & Fa- 
vour,To the ſame purpoſe does Origen ſpeak Hence the De* 
mmcare by Mthenagoras called HAIMA PERILICHMO- 


* MEND, . Lickers of Blood; fo then"in Primitive Tiines. 


Four 'S 
Ea Tarothytes, in the Idols 
* 4 bs % * \v \F# * 


Fating of Blood would have Looked like a Symbolizing with 
the Heathen, & was for that Cauſe then Inhibiced. Arid al- 
though it is mentioned with Fornication, it docs not follow 
that if one .of theſe is againſt the Moral Law,that che other 


| b [o'to0 ; For the Eating of things offered to Idols is alſo 
"Pnentioned, 4#5.21.25. But that 5 an Indifferenc ching, the 
YApoltle docs plainly allow of it, when it can be done with- 


al, 1 Co7,10.27. He only therefore condemns: the 
Temdla, 1 Cor, 8.1o-But 


ye og, Herr wk, wt 


goes 
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does not forkid, them fodo i it, in their owa &, becauſe 
In C - PRE tun bebe without Sca #4, 5g t not nn the 
| SM ſbjc on : | 


Validity in the | 
a mentioned,thereſope' 
_ the ſame key x put in other Scriptures that 
Precepts, which are erily:Jadicial, are conjutitly mentioned: 
with choſe thitgre Moral. Thus in Eceþ.18. The taking of 
a Dledge,& Uſury, Jadxciat:Precepts; are condemned with $- 
dolatry & Adulreryhainous Tranigreſſiods of theMoral Law, 
pnlawtul to hedoge by any perſons, in:any. place, er at any 
Lite. Moceaorg, the Gentiles efteemed Fprnicarzon ta be. no 
fin at all, yea, the Bay Spirit ynto whom they Sacribced, 
bY ghit, chem wo per of yp pars of thei Idolatrou:Worſhip ; 
1.6 1s that ſhainfefti 5 Bgal peor, Numb. 2343s Jer. Ll. 
3 Hof. 9.10. Rev.2 I4. phy Li ohifur obferves that the Hes 
"Ms were wet tq, Condern all. Inceſt uous Marris 5 by 
theN.aine of Fornication, which the Gehitiles Fade nv wittt= 
fer about, $ therefo1e ſupaoſeth that the Deſign of the A- 
poſtles in Condemnipg. Fornication with'things offered tol- 
dols'& Blood,was to bring che Convert Gedtiles underithe 
Obegicce of the Lawz,in Lev. 18. Another late Hot ator 
conccives, that ,the-Thing more” eſpecially.; Deſigned, is. to 
forbid that Concahinape, which. was commonly praiſed ; 
both by Jews and Gentules, the Evil whereof was not. gee | 
nerally known, until diſcovered by the Light ef the Gaſpel, | 
Theſe forr things, Idvlothytes, Fornication, Strangled and | 
Bead were the. Rites of Idglatry commonly pratiſed a- | 
mongſt the Nations, (0; that the Gentiles by abſtaining | 
from them, declared 7 perfe& Renunciation of their Hea- | 
theniſin, which Dr” Spencer in kis late Learned Exercita- 
tions, takes to be the lvecial Reaſon why thoſe four Parti | 
cuulars are by thc Apoltles inſtanced in. 
Theſe chings ſeem LEA Solutioh of the weigh- | 
tieft Arguugnts, which lave been produced for the Nega- | 
Live, 1 the Queſtion before us. 
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